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SUBJECT: RAMGOOLAM CONCERNED OVER SOVIET SUPPORT FOR 
MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT 

1 . DURING CALL ON HIM BY CONSULAR OEEICER AND MYSELF 

MAY 25, PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM DISCUSSED SOVIET ACTIVITIES 
AND INTENTIONS IN MAURITIUS AND INDIAN OCEAN AREA. IN 
HIS VIEW SOVIETS ARE NOW "CONCENTRATING" ON BUILDING 
STRENGTH IN INDIAN OCEAN AREA, ALTER HAVING FAILED IN 
MEDITERRANEAN. THEY ARE WORKING HARD ON MAURITIUS AND 
SEYCHELLES, HAVING ALREADY ESTABLISHED A POSITION OP 
STRENGTH IN MADAGASCAR POLLOWING OVERTHROW OP TSIRANANA. 

2. RAMGOOLAM RELIEVES THE SOVIETS VETOED HIS PLAN TO 
ABSORB THE MARXIST-ORIENTED PARTY, THE MAURITIAN MILITANT 
MOVEMENT (MMM), INTO HIS LABOR PARTY PRIOR TO LAST 
DECEMBER'S ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. RAM'S IDEA WAS TO "TAME" 

THE MMM BY PORMING AN ALLIANCE WITH IT, AND THROUGH FINANCE 
MINISTER RINGADOO HE HAD OPFERED THE MMM 40 PERCENT OP 
THE ASSEMBLY SEATS, WITH 60 PERCENT RESERVED POR LABOR. 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT L 00560 25I50IZ 

THE NEGOTIATIONS BROKE DOWN WHEN THE MMM INSISTED ON 50 
PERCENT AND RAM THINKS THEY WERE CARRYING OUT THE ORDERS 
OP THE SOVIETS, WHO HOPED THE MMM COULD WIN THE ELECTIONS 
OUTRIGHT. HE PLATLY ACCUSED THE SOVIETS OP PINANCING THE 
MMM LAST DECEMBER AND AGAIN IN THE APRIL MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 

3. RAM SAID THE MMM IS NOW EXPERIENCING INTERNAL 
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DIFFICULTIES (FOLCOWING THE DEFECTION TO LABOR OF DEPUTY 
SURESH MOORBA) AND THEY MAY GROW WORSE. "WE'RE WORKING 
TO INCREASE THEIR DIFFICULTIES, " HE SAID. THE PRIME 
MINISTER RULED OUT EARLY ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS, SAYING THAT 
HIS GOVERNMENT HAS TO WORK TO IMPROVE ITS POSITION BEFORE 
GOING TO THE VOTERS AGAIN. HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED THE 
NEED TO WORK ON THE CREOLES IN THE TOWNS WHICH WERE LOST 
IN THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, AND ALSO THE NEED TO CONVINCE 
THE MUSLIMS THAT THE MMM IS NOT GOING TO HELP THEM IN 
THE LONG RUN. IN RAM'S VIEW THE MMM DEPUTIES "CUT A SORRY 
FIGURE" IN THE ASSEMBLY, BUT THEY DO HAVE STRENGTH IN 
THE TRADE UNIONS AND "THAT IS WHAT'S DANGEROUS." 

4. PRIME MINISTER ALSO SAID HE BELIEVES LIBYA SUPPORTS 
THE MMM FINANCIALLY. THOUGH HE LACKS DIRECT EVIDENCE HE 
THINKS SUCH SUPPORT WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH LIBYAN 
GOVERNMENT POLICY ELSEWHERE OF SUPPORTING RADICAL MOVEMENTS 
THAT OPPOSE PRO-WESTERN PARTIES. 

5. RAM REMARKED THAT HIS SECURITY SERVICE DOES NOT PROVIDE 
HIM WITH ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE ON SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN 
MAURITIUS. 

KEELEY 
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